
   There are many things that we experience in our lives that cause change. For my family 

itôs the arrival of a new grandson. He is a welcome change, a special gift we cherish. 

While holding this newborn little being I couldnôt help but smell him. The sweet scent of 

new life and innocence brings forth feelings of gentleness and appreciation for the miracle 

of a child.  

   Change for children in foster care is not usually welcomed. When they have been 

removed from their parentôs care they experience one disruption after another. Their 

home, bed, friends, school, food, clothing and caretakers are not the same. I imagine that 

the scent of home is something they long for or maybe itôs the special place they could go 

to hide and feel safe.  

   In the past year there have been a number of changes within the CASA program. Thirty 

new volunteers have been trained and sworn in by the Court. Our volunteer base has 

grown to 80 advocates and two additional staff members were hired  to provide volunteer 

supervision and support. Most importantly 188 abused and neglected children in Linn 

County were appointed a CASA in 2010!  

   CASA must continue to grow financially in order to increase our volunteer base. Our 

goal is to provide a CASA volunteer for every abused and neglected child. This goal must 

be met!  There are over 150 children on the waiting list for a CASA. These are children 

who need positive ñCHANGEò to enter their lives; the opportunity to return home to a 

mom and/or dad who has embraced services and can now provide the care and safety they 

need. If that isnôt possible the children  need a CASA to remain on the case, helping 

them  to find a forever family.  

   In November, one of our new CASAs was appointed to a seven-year-old child, who 

experienced eleven different foster placements before being placed in a residential 

treatment facility due to severe behaviors. The CASA was determined to learn everything 

about the child that she could and felt strongly that the child needed a special family. After 

six months of investigation and diligent advocacy a family was found for this little 

one.  The CASA received a letter recently from the child informing her about how great it 

is with the new family. After years in foster  care this child has a chance to experience 

stability and acceptance. The importance and value of a CASA cannot be understated. 

What a positive change that child experienced under the advocacy of an effective CASA. 

   Speaking of changeéturn to page 2 to learn how your change will help provide a 

CASA to a child on our waiting list. 

  Change            Lené Garrett, Executive Director 
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Our Mission 
 

CASA of Linn County, Inc. is 
a non-profit organization that 

supports volunteers who 
advocate for the best 

interests of children who 
have been abused and 

neglected and are under the 
protection of the  Juvenile 
Court in Linn County. Our 

purpose is to secure a safe, 
permanent home for every 

child in the system as 
quickly as possible.  

Place your ad here in our fall community newsletter. Contact Lené Garrett at the CASA office for more information.  

Special thanks to Jon Walusiak of W Design Company and Select Impressions for         

    donating the artwork and printing  

    for the 2010 CASA Holiday Card. 

wdesigncompany.com  

  We SPEAK for Children 
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Change for Children   

In April Umpqua Bank donated 250 little piggy banks to CASA for the Change for 
Children fundraising campaign. Xtreme Grafx helped us tag our piggy banks with a 
CASA label and we sent them off at the annual CASA  Ask Luncheon.  
Each guest was invited to take a piggy bank and fill it with change, however, our little 
piggy's also like green.  Other ideas include  making it a family  project or placing 
one in the office or workplace.  The filled bank can be returned to the CASA office or 
to Umpqua Bank in Albany or Lebanon where the money will be deposited into an 
account for CASA.  
The Bean  Family responded immediately by bringing in a 
bucket of change. We are very grateful to them for kicking 
off our campaign with such a  generous donation.  
Donated funds will help CASA volunteers serve  children 
who are on our waiting list. If you would like to give your 
spare change to affect ñchangeò in the life of a child please 
contact the CASA office to pick up a piggy bank.  

W E  S P E A K  F O R  C H I L D R E N  

The Bean Family  
Making a difference in the lives of 
abused and neglected children. 

 

Wendy Brownell has retired from the CASA Board of Directors after six years of service. Her dedication to the CASA mission has 
been unwavering. Wendyôs commitment and hard work has helped ensure the stability and growth of CASA and we are all deeply 
grateful. While Wendy has left the board, she will continue to be a strong supporter of CASA and a voice for abused and neglected 
children. 
Kathy Giddings,  Andy Weaver and Thomas Leggate have all joined the CASA board in 2011. Kathy is the Assistant Vice 
President, Commercial Assistant Relationship Manager for Umpqua Bank in Albany. Andy is the co-owner and operator of Weaver 
Seed located in Scio. Thomas is the Membership Development Manager for the Albany Chamber of Commerce. Welcome to our 3 
new board members. Their commitment to support CASA in serving every abused and neglected child in Linn County is greatly 
appreciated. 
Peter Sabatino joined the CASA staff in March as a Volunteer Coordinator. Peter resides in Harrisburg and has been a CASA 
volunteer with Benton County CASA for over 2 years. He has a degree in Family Sciences from Oregon State University and 
completed an 8 month internship at DHS Child Welfare in Corvallis. Peter is currently a part-time staff member and we are grateful for 
his desire to support CASA volunteers in their advocacy for children. 

CASA Board Members & Staff News 

New CASA Volunteer Advocates  
Congratulations to our new CASA volunteers.  

Class of November 2010: Eileen Bussell, Margaret Hollings, Maria 
Jimenez, Kari Reick, Matthew Shedden, Mark Stainthorp, Jackie 
Stangier, Gary Weder, Monica Hoffman, Kristin Hahn, and Donna 

Holland.  

Class of April 2011:  Michael Blyth, Jeffry Jones, Jo Ann McQueary 

and Dominique Newell.  

Class of June 2011  (Pictured):  Janice West, Heather Burk, 
Jennifer Strunk, Leah Frohnmayer, Margo Ott, Patricia McQueen, 
Doug Pennington, Rebecca Pennington, Richard Bryant, Peter 

Goodman and Heidi Wells. 



Finding Wisdom in August                Dona Carver, CASA 
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As a new CASA, I was given the opportunity to advocate for a young man. With great anticipation 
and a determination to make a difference I met my young man, age 11 and his foster brother (not 
related), age 10. 
 

During the next 4 months, I developed a relationship with the young man and his foster mother. At 
the end of each visit the foster mother would walk me to my car. She would provide updates about 
how he was doing in school and how his visits with family were going. It was at one of these car 
side updates that she approached me about being the CASA  for his foster brother, August.  
 

Soon, thereafter, I was assigned as an advocate for August, who was incredibly shy and buttoned 
up emotionally. I continued my 2 visits per month serving a role as advocate, confidante and 
playmate. Always guarded, August would not discuss his mother,  father or the circumstances that 
brought him into foster care.  
 

Months later the first foster child returned to his family which allowed August and I to begin  
developing a relationship. I found myself looking forward to each visit hoping to break through the 
emotional shield that held him together. The foster mother encouraged him to talk with me about his life before and what he wanted 
for his future. Eventually, August began to help me understand him. He shared his fear of returning home and spoke of the deep 
love he had for his parents. He had incredible compassion for his parents knowing how they would feel when they found out he 
didnôt trust either of them enough to return home.  He was truly conflicted. 
 

At this point, I began to gain strength and wisdom. This courageous young man was able to articulate to his caseworker, foster 
mother, attorney and me what he wanted and never lost sight of his goal. August was fearful of hurting his parents while, at the 
same time, paralyzed with fear at the thought of returning to them. August wanted to tell his parents how much he loved them, but 
he also knew they could not provide for him. He developed his own visitation schedule that would allow his parents to remain in his 
life while he remained wrapped in the emotional, physical and economic safety of his foster mother with whom he developed a very 
deep love and trust.  
 

Eventually a meeting was arranged for August to speak to his parents of his desire to be adopted and to present the visitation 
schedule. His caseworker and the Assistant Attorney General asked if I would ñfacilitateò meetings with August and each of his 
parents since the matter was headed for a Termination of Parental Rights trial and all involved hoped that could be avoided.  
Testifying in trial would be an extremely difficult matter for August and we were concerned about his emotional health. 
 

Needless to say, the meetings did not go well. However, August gave it his all. In the end, both parents made the very difficult  
decision to relinquish their parental rights. August was able to remain with his foster mother until the adoption was final, at which 
time he became her son and she became his mother. August finally had a safe, permanent home. 
 

As a CASA, I learned and gained so much from caseworkers, CASA staff and  attorneys, but  August taught me: his courage in the 
face of adversity; his unyielding compassion; the strength of his determination; the depth of his characteré 
 

I have been given two gifts:  First, the gift of understanding what I can give and second, the gift I will cherish forever, that which I got 
back.  While the outcome is important, itôs the journey that is life changing. To quote Augusté"I feel really good." 

Lebanon Satellite Office 
In January 2011, CASA opened a satellite office thanks to a grant from the Meyer Memorial Foundation.  The office is 

located in the same building as the Boys and Girls Club of the Greater Santiam at 37975 Weirich Drive in Lebanon. The 

collaboration is a good fit as both agencies work to see children have an opportunity to succeed.  

The Lebanon office allows better support to existing volunteers and provides an opportunity for new volunteer training in 

the eastern part of the county. More CASA volunteers are needed from Lebanon and Sweet Home as more than 30% of 

Linn County's children in foster care are from these communities. With an additional grant from the Sweet Home Commu-

nity Foundation CASA hopes to add 10 new advocates who will serve an additional 20 children who are in need of a 

CASA.  For information on attending an orientation class please contact the CASA office.  
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Bowl-a-Thon 

Pajama Party 
The 1st Annual CASA Holiday Pajama Drive was a huge success thanks to the generous 
donations of community members, businesses and organizations. Brand new PJs were 
given to each CASA child by their volunteer advocate just in time for Holiday pictures! 
Many children also received novelty pillow cases, handmade blankets, hats and even 
filled stockings to help Santa. (Thanks to Irma Martin, Debbie Kline and friends.) 
 

Our effort was supported by a KLOO FM ólive morning PJ driveô in front of Old Navy 
complete with special discounts on PJs and a live on-air interview with Lene! Albany 
Altrusa did their own mini-drive and delivered piles of PJs to our office. Pajama 
sponsors/collection sites were: RE/MAX Integrity, Old Navy, 106.3 KLOO FM, and Selco 
Credit Union. 
 

Thank you to all who helped to warm the lives of children who are all too often away 
from home and family during the holidays. 

Six OSU College of Business students held the first CASA Bowl-a-Thon in 
May 2011. The eventðwhich also included mini-golf and a silent auctionð

raised over $1300 for CASA. 

The funds have been designated to help with a new website and other 
technology needs. The new  website will be a more effective tool in 
recruiting new CASA  volunteers, keeping current CASAs informed of 
coming trainings and other events and to better represent CASAôs mission 

to the communities  of Linn County. 

Thank you to Jon Wallace, Pam Graham, Marcus Ewton, Erik Lerwick, 
Jessica Zachary and Bill Hall for approaching us with this fundraising 
opportunity. We greatly appreciate all the donors who provided silent 

auction items. 

Wish List 
Are you looking for a way to help CASA of Linn County and the children we serve? We 
are in need of donations of the following items for foster children served by our 
volunteers: Coloring books along with crayons or washable markers; board books or 
other books appropriate for toddler aged children; sports balls; new socks and 
underwear in any size. We are also seeking donations of colored copy paper and 2ò 
binders for new volunteer training manuals. 
 

Thank you to Home Depot for making a wish come true. Materials were 
donated and the staff members, Michael Self and Jeremy Harris, built a 
work center in our copy room and a counter with cabinets in our kitchen! 
The CASA office is used for many purposes including volunteer training, 
board meetings and other community, child and volunteer activities. The 
storage and workspace improvements were greatly needed. 
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